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英 語 問 題

I 次の英文を読み，空襴［口～［：に入れるのに最も適当なものを それぞれ下のc1:::,~c4:::,

のうちから1つずつ選べ。

TOKYO - Japan's Pocketalk, a developer of mobile translation devices, is こコニ］

smartphone-based service in February that simultaneously translates Japanese into □互=:) 75 

languages including English and Chinese, Nikkei has learned, letting tour guides speak to 

groups with mixed languages. 

The rapid increaseに互二foreign visitors to Japan has left the tourism industry in a labor 

crunch, which could jeopardize business opportunities. 

Pocketalk's new service will let tours □3□ without worrying about language barriers, 

helping travel agencies increase tours while maintaining current staff numbers. 

Tour guides will use the service through a dedicated site accessed from their smartphone, 

□ the tourists they are guiding join. through a QR code or other link from their own

smartphones. 

When the guide speaks into the smartphone, the words are translated into the desired 

language and played on the visitors' phones. The service also can handle text. 

Voice input supports 10 languages including Japanese and English. The output side 

supports 52 languages for voice and 75 languages for text. The service will cost 99,000 yen 

($662) per month per account. 

Pocketalk, a subsidiary of software company SourceNext, also plans to □亙□ the service 

overseas, including in the U.S. 

二 visitors to Japan in January reached 3.78 million, up 41 % year-on-year, setting a 

record for a single month, the Japan National Tourism Organization reports. 

In a 2024 survey by the Japan Tourism Agency targeting 93 organizations including 

tourism associations and local tourism bureaus, over 80% of respondents thought there was a 

shortage of tour guides. 

(Nikkei Asia, February 27, 2025 
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